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ANC3C Resolution 2022-CONSENT
Regarding the Installation of Protective Bridge Barriers on William Howard Taft
Bridge and Connecticut Avenue Bridge (also known as Klingle Valley Bridge)

Whereas according to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in 2020, suicide was
the 12th leading cause of death for all ages in the United States, a drop from the 10th leading cause in 2019
due to the emergence of COVID-19 deaths. As the second leading cause of death in people aged 10-34 and
the fifth leading cause in people aged 35-54, suicide is a major contributor to premature mortality’;

Whereas one of the most effective methods of preventing suicide is to give suicidal individuals and those
who care for them something they desperately need: time. This includes time for the suicidal risk to
diminish, time for the intense suicidal impulse to pass, or time for someone to intervene with mental health
support and resources?;

Whereas barrier installation is a proven method of increasing this crucial time for individuals at risk for
suicide by jumping. Barriers can be fashioned to areas of significant height that may pose a risk for a suicide
attempt, such as bridges, cell towers, and parking garages. These barriers act as a delay and deterrent to an
individual at risk, providing more time to get through the intense, often brief, moment of suicide crisis?;

Whereas an eight-foot-high antisuicide fence was installed on the Duke Ellington Bridge in 1986 resulting in a
decrease in suicides®;

Whereas there was a plan to install antisuicide fencing on the William Howard Taft Bridge around 1986 that
was delayed and subsequently abandoned;
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Whereas the DC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) investigated a total of 26 suicide deaths that
involved a decedent jumping from a bridge, from January 1, 2010, to June 1, 2022. Of those 26, fifteen
deaths occurred at the William Howard Taft and Duke Ellington Bridges®;

Whereas one of the main reasons cited for opposition to a bridge barrier is a common misconception: that if
an individual in crisis cannot access one method of suicide, such as a bridge, they will find another location
or means. This misconception is known as the “method substitution effect” and does not match current
evidence of suicidal behavior®. General research has found that individuals thwarted in utilizing a preferred
method of suicide do not seek alternative methods. Reisch et al. (2007) found that 62% of individuals would
not choose another place to jump from after being deterred by a barrier®; therefore, be it

Resolved, that ANC 3C urges the Government of the District of Columbia to install protective bridge barriers
on the William Howard Taft Bridge and Connecticut Avenue Bridge (also known as the Klingle Valley Bridge);
and

Be it further resolved, that ANC 3C urges all relevant offices within the Government of the District of
Columbia—including but not limited to the Mayor, DC Council, Attorney General, Department of Health, and
Department of Transportation—continuously communicate to the general public that mental health services
are available within the District of Columbia regardless of one’s place of residence or citizenship, legal
status of citizenship, race, age, ethnicity, income, gender identity, or religious credence or lack thereof;
and

Be it further resolved, that ANC 3C urges DC Government to provide financial and logistical support to
community organizations willing and able to provide safe travel to and from mental health service provider
premises for individuals attempting to attain mental health services; and

Be it further resolved, that ANC 3C urges DC Council and the Mayor express support for H.R. 7927, the
Barriers to Suicide Act of 2021, in order to establish a grant program to facilitate the installation, on
bridges, of evidence-based suicide deterrents, including suicide prevention nets and barriers, and for other
purposes throughout the United States of America.

Be it resolved, that the Commission authorizes the Chair and the Commissioner for 3C03 to represent the
Commission on this matter.
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Beau Finley
Chair, on June 22, 2022

This resolution was approved by voice vote on June 22, 2022, at a scheduled and noticed public meeting of ANC 3C at
which a quorum (a minimum of 5 of 9 commissioners) was present.



