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ANC 3C Resolution No. 2015-029 
Regarding Objection to DCRA Building Permit B1404954 for Summer 
Garden Roof Deck and Mechanical Structures for Savoy Suites Hotel, 

located at 2505 Wisconsin Avenue NW 
 
Whereas, the owners of the Savoy Hotel (“Savoy”), located at 2505 Wisconsin Avenue (Square 
0072 Lot 0045) (“Property”) applied for permits to erect a roof deck summer garden and 
additional structures on the roof of the hotel and to expand the existing use of the restaurant, 
lounge, and ground level summer garden; and  
 
Whereas, DCRA granted those permits on May 7, 2015 without neighborhood notification and 
without opportunity for neighborhood review or input; and  
 
Whereas, the property is located in ANC3C08 in a neighborhood zoned R-1-B and within the 
Naval Observatory Overlay; and 
 
Whereas, the property was originally rezoned from R-1-B to R-5-D for the purpose of permitting 
constructing of the Savoy and was subsequently rezoned to its original R-1-B status; and 
 
Whereas the proposed non-conforming construction and expanded commercial use of the 
property in an R-1-B neighborhood should not be permitted, if at all, without special exception 
or variance; and  
 
Whereas, if the zoning for the property were R-5-D rather than R-1-B the owners would have to 
apply for a special exception or variance to expand the commercial use of the property; and 
 
Whereas, the owners have filed ABRA application #090804  *(see attached Application) which 
indicates their intent to provide new rooftop and expanded indoor and outdoor ground level 
food and beverage service, alcohol service and entertainment until 1 am and thus greatly 
expand the commercial uses of the property; and 
 
Whereas, in the owners discussions with the neighborhood, the owners have indicated their 
intent to have TV’s, live entertainment, amplified sound and expanded event capacity that will 
thereby further expand the commercial uses of the property; and 
 
 Whereas the intended changes would have a substantial impact on the peace, order and quiet 
of the surrounding residential neighborhood, including a significant impact on traffic and 
parking in the neighborhood, and create an increased trash burden; and  
 
Whereas, the Massachusetts Avenue Heights Citizens Association (MAHCA) which represents all 
neighbors to the north, south and east of the property, joined by numerous individual 
neighbors, has filed an appeal with the Board of Zoning Adjustment challenging the issuance of 
the permits that would result in a substantial expansion of the commercial use of the property 



in a residential neighborhood and has asked the Zoning Administrator to reconsider the permits 
in light of ABRA application for  Class C liquor license and entertainment endorsement:   
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that ANC3C joins the appeal filed by the Massachusetts Avenue 
Heights Citizens Association *(see attached document), and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC3C strongly objects to the circumventing of regulatory 
processes and the issuance of the permits and requests the revocation of the permits; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC3C requests that the property at 2505 Wisconsin Avenue, NW 
be required to follow the regulatory process of the District of Columbia, which would either 
preclude or require the application for a variance and/or special exception (which would be 
subject to ANC review and allow for neighborhood review and input) for the expansion of a 
commercial use in a residential neighborhood; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of ANC3C, the Commissioner of ANC3C08 or their 
designee be authorized to represent the Commission  on this issue.  
 
 
 
Attested by      

 
Carl Roller 
Chair, on July 20, 2015 

This resolution was approved by a voice vote, on July 20, 2015 at a scheduled and noticed public meeting 
of ANC 3C at which a quorum (a minimum of 5 of 9 commissioners) was present. 

 
 



 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE REGULATION ADMINISTRATION 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

         
Posting Date:      June 26, 2015 
Petition Date:     August 10, 2015 
Hearing Date:     August 24, 2015 

             
 License No.:      ABRA-090804 
 Licensee:           CS Bond ST AB-S Holdings, LLC 
 Trade Name:     The Savoy Suites Hotel 
 License Class:   Retailer’s Class “C” Hotel  
 Address:            2505 Wisconsin Ave., N.W.  
 Contact:             Roderic Woodson, Esq.: 202-457-7138 
                                                             

WARD 3  ANC 3C       SMD 3C08 
   
Notice is hereby given that this licensee has applied for a substantial change to its license under 
the D.C. Alcoholic Beverage Control Act and that the objectors are entitled to be heard before 
the granting of such on the hearing date at 10:00 am, 4th Floor, 2000 14th Street, N.W., 
Washington, DC 20009.  Petition and/or request to appear before the Board must be filed on or 
before the petition date. 
 
LICENSEE REQUEST THE FOLLOWING SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE TO ITS NATURE 
OF OPERATIONS: 
Request an additional Summer Garden with 136 seats and Entertainment Endorsement for the 
Summer Garden.  Additionally, to expand the seating capacity inside the restaurant to 98, the 
bar/lounge to 58, and the Total Occupancy load to 153. 
 
CURRENT HOURS OF OPERATION 
Sunday through Saturday 24 hours 
 
CURRENT HOURS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SALES/SERVICE/CONSUMPTION 
OF PREMISES  
Sunday 10 am – 12 am, Monday through Saturday 8 am – 1 am  
 
HOURS OF OPERATION OF SUMMER GARDEN 
Sunday 7 am – 12 am, Monday through Saturday 7 am – 1 am 
 
HOURS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SALES/SERVICE/CONSUMPTION FOR 
SUMMER GARDEN 
Sunday 10 am – 12 am, Monday through Saturday 8 am – 1 am 
 
HOURS OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR SUMMER GARDEN  
Sunday 6 pm – 12:30 am, Monday 6 pm – 1:30 am 



 



 



 
ATTACHMENT B 
 
 
Exceptions To The Administrative Decision 



 
1. Under the Zoning Regulations of the District of Columbia (“Zoning 
Regulations”), as illustrated on the Attached Extract of the 
District of Columbia Zoning Map, the existing structure and use at 
2505 Wisconsin Avenue (the “Property”) are non-conforming: the 
Property is located in a District zoned R-1-B and is subject to the 
Naval Observatory Precinct (NO) Overlay. The Decision (Building 
Permit B1404954 (ATTACHMENT B1) is unlawful because it purports to 
authorize one or more change in or expansion of the existing 
structure or use which is prohibited by the Zoning Regulations, if 
not absolutely, then, at a minimum without the granting of a 
variance or special exception, and the owners of the Property have 
neither sought nor received such a variance or exception.  See, 
e.g., DCRM sections 11-201, 11-401, 11-1531, and 11-2001-4.  
2. The Decision is arbitrary, and capricious, and unlawful, because 
it mischaracterizes the use to which Property Owners intend to put 
the roof for which renovation was permitted.  On information and 
belief, the renovated roof will be used to offer food, beverage, 
entertainment and Special Events services, not “passive recreation.” 
3.  The Decision is arbitrary, capricious, and an unlawful because 
it was reviewed and granted as if the Property were located in Ward 
2, Square 0072, Lot 0858 (in a District zoned R-5-E) when it is 
located in Ward 3, Square 1935, Lot 0045 (in a District zoned R-1-B 
and subject to the NO Overlay). 
 
Methods of Proof.   
 
We intend to prove the merits of our appeal by submission of 
documentary evidence and legal argument.  Should a hearing be 
required, and the opportunity for witness testimony provided, we 
shall offer testimony on the nature of the current non-conforming 
structures and uses of the Property and the Property owners’ plans 
to change and expand both.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


