ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

Cleveland Park MclLean Gardens Woodley Park

j Cathedral Heights ’

II.

III.

Iv.

Minutes
March 26, 1979

The meeting was called to order, with Gary Kopff presiding, shortly after 8:00pm
at the Second District Police Station. The roll was called: Arons, Williams,
and Coram were absent. (Arons and Coram arrived later.)

Verification of the posting of notice was ascertained. Mendelson was asked to
do the posting in the future, instead of each member being individually respon-
sible.

The minutes for the meeting of February 26, 1979 were approved with one cor-
rection. The fourth and fifth sentences of paragraph two of the Treasurer's
Report were corrected to read as follows: "An ad hoc coalition will be meeting
regarding this; several ANC's may contribute to legal action, which is being
considered. The Anne Blaine Harrison Institute will represent all ANC's, and
Covington § Burling has assisted in a pro bono capacity."

Treasurer's Report:

Grinnell gave the Treasurer's Report, stating the current balance as $13,324.12.
Various commitments, a bill from Phil Mendelson, and the forthcoming news-
letter will reduce this current balance. A copy of the report is appended to
the file copy of these minutes. The ANC received $4181.23 from the D.C. Gov-
ernment this month; this is higher than the normal quarterly allotment. Grinnell
said that he had not received a statement with the allotment, and that when

he called David Leonard, he was given a lengthy verbal explanation. Through a
series of calculations, the Commission was shown that the quarterly allotments
should be $2926.24, but that the first quarter payment had been only $1671.25.
The $4181.23 represents a one-time payment of the balance owed on the first
quarter plus the full second quarter allotment. The report was approved by
voice vote.

Grinnell raised the matter of changing the signatories on the Commission's
accounts with National Savings § Trust. The bank's forms include a resolution
to be adopted authorizing the account. The Commission gave its approval for
Grinnell to proceed.

Kopff asked for approval to pay his secretary $25 for typing, at $5 per hour,
for the newsletter. This was a rush item, which is the reason for the arrange-
ment. Approval was given. Kopff also asked to be reimbursed a $15 delivery
charge for having the newsletter delivered to Suburban Press in Silver Spring.
Haugen questioned why a suburban printer was used, especially since the Com-
mission's policy is to patronize D.C. businesses. Kopff said Suburban Press
was $2000 cheaper. Approval was given.

Committee Reports:

A. Administration Committee: It was reported that the newsletter was at the
printers and that it should be ready by the weekend of March 30th. A resolu-
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tion was approved authorizing the payment of up to $20 per SMD for distri-
bution of the newsletter (preferably by local youths). It was agreed that
Rothschild would take responsibility for SMD-08 and Kopff would take SMD-06.

B. Human Resources § Aging Committee: Haugen noted the Mayor's strong po-
sition on getting input from citizens on appointments to D.C. Commissions
and Boards. The State Health Coordinating Committee (SHCC) has an opening
now. She asked for suggestions on who might be interested in the position;
she would refer the name(s) to the Mayor's staff.

C. The Housing Committee report was deferred until later in the meeting.
There were no other committee reports.

Citizens' concerns:

A. Jack Belcher delivered to the Commission a copy of a letter he sent to
the D.C. Department of Recreation. It is attached to the file copy of these
minutes.

B. Chester Nauminow reported that he had received word from the National
Park Service that the proposal for a soccer field to be located at the
Northern end of Glover-Archbold Park had been dropped.

C. The Commission received a presentation from Donald Beach, the D.C. Chief

Tax Assessor. He explained the different methods to assess (e.g., cost, '
market value, etc.} and the difficulties; '"the name of the game is mass
appraisal.' The average selling price of a house in Cleveland Park rose by

almost $50,000 in 1977 over 1975. This year the city's total assessment is
$2 billion. The current tax rate is $1.54; with the increased value of land,
if the city were to collect no increase in the total amount of taxes, the
rate could drop to $1.36. Beach outlined the procedures for appealing as-
sessments. In answer to a question, he said no assessments went down this
year. Assessors use permits on file with the city to determine the nature
of improvements on properties.

Beach said the designation of an historic distric does not affect assessments
directly, but it might increase values. The designation of historic property
does affect the tax assessment (it holds down or lessens the value because of
the restrictions). He explained the homestead exemption, which reduces as-
sessments. The only way the tax burden will shift off property is through
other new taxes (i.e., commuter), raising the Federal payment, bringing in
new industry (and revenue), or by legislative policy to put more burden on
income or sales taxes. Beach also explained other tax relief programs such
as Schedule H and the circuit breaker. Attached to the file copy of these
minutes is a list of residential median sales prices by area and a map of
these areas.

D. Embassy of Iran: The Zoning Commission has requested more information from

ANC-3C on its opposition to the application for chancery use. The Office of

Planning & Development (OPD) has recommended that one (lot 9) of the three

lots be re-mapped; the other two should not. Part of lot 9 is presently used )
for parking, and part of it already has the '"D'" over-lay zone. The Zoning ‘
Commission would like to know if 3C would accept this. Grinnell reported
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that the neighborhood is afraid that any re-mapping will open the door to
more re-zonings in the future. The residents don't like chancery use, but
will accept embassies.

It was stated that 3C has long opposed the ''soft edge" concept of the "D"
map, i1s opposed to chancery use on all three lots, and has challenged the
parking presently in use on part of lot 9.

NCPC has already given preliminary approval to the application, based on 4
conditions (1: no additional buildings; 2: screening traffic from view; 3:

no vehicular access from 30th St., except for service and emergency; 4: all
chancery traffic required to enter/exit via Massachusetts Ave.). Susan
Aramaki said these conditions would be difficult to enforce. Their was brief
discussion about whether covenants can be binding on sovereign nations.
Aramaki also said she thinks that if the area is not re-mapped the Iranian
Embassy will request a PUD, since the area is more than 3 acres in size.

The Chair referred the matter to the Planning § Zoning Committee, and asked
Grinnell to serve as temporary chairman of the Committee. Grinnell asked

the Commission to give direction to the Committee by passing on the OPD and
NCPC recommendations. By vote of the Commission, the OPD recommendation (to
approve lot 9 but deny the other two) was rejected. By vote of the Commis-
sion, the NCPC recommendation (to approve all three lots with four conditions)
was rejected. Both votes were 1-5 (Rothschild voted for).

Aramaki reported that the ANC has filed a request to be a party to the case
before the Zoning Commission. She gave the Commission a copy of its state-
ment, submitted earlier in the day. This "Statement Of Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 3C In Opposition To The Application'" has been placed in the Com-
mission's file on case 78-29. Aramaki said she will be working on a brief:>

of "Findings Of Fact And Conclusions Of Law.' Kopff asked that a commitmerit
for the amount of time necessary to prepare this should wait until the meeting
addressed its funding problems.

E. Bob Stumberg reported that unless the ANC reduces its funding on a regular
basis it will loose its. quarterly allocations. A few of the ANC's have been
able to negotiate with the city to recoup some of the lost quarterly payments.
Representatives of a number of the ANC's have met to discuss what can be done.
They generally agreed that a conciliatory, rather than tough, approach should
be taken.

Stumberg outlined three issues to be researched:

1. The impact of Mayor's Order 78-22 (e.g., the cash basis requirement
ignores unexpended obligations incurred by the ANC's)

2. Comparison of the city's requirements of the ANC's with other govern-
ment agencies

3. Alternatives to the present situation, while keeping the same goals
espoused in Mayor's Order 78-22

This research could cost $1000, but the Ward IV ANC's are paying. The research
should be completed by the Anne Blaine Harrison Institute in 10 weeks, and will
be available to 3C.

Kopff stated that the ANC's budget is virtually inoperable because the amount
of funding to be received is never certain.



R

e EBLC
woR

VII.

ANC-3C Minutes T - March 26, 1979

F. It was resolved that the Anne Blaine Harrison Institute should proceed with
the "Findings Of Fact And Conclusions Of Law' if such a document is not being
prepared by Tim Corcoran, counsel for the neighborhood residents; Susan Aramaki
is to check with Corcoran about this. The vote was unanimous. It had been
said that the work could put 3C over its budget with the Institute.

Other Issues

A. A question was raised as to whether the Commission wants to accept a free
addressograph machine. The Chair referred the matter to the Administration
Committee and asked Grinnell to look at the machine.

B. Woodley Road Contract Postal Station: Haugen distributed a proposed res-
olution. The Woodley Park Citizens Association supports this. The manager
of the station was present and indicated his support. The resolution, urging
the Sheraton Corporation to locate space for the continuation of the station,
was approved 5-0 (unanimous).

C. The report of the Housing Committee was distributed. It requests author-
ization for work to be done. A question was raised about part 2b of the re-
port: does such a pamphlet exist. Coram explained that one of the tasks to

be undertaken would be to find out. Regarding part 1 of the report: it was
noted that the ANC newsletter will be soliciting volunteers. Haugen asked if
different groups such as St. Thomas Church and the Vicariat of Catholic Churches
could participate. Coram said these groups are interested in the elderly and
not housing, per se. It was requested that the information on conversions be
broken down by SMD. The Committee's report, with its request for expenditures,
was approved.

D. The Commission unanimously approved a letter to be sent to the D.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation regarding the prohibition for trucks and commercial
buses from operating along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/41lst Street.

E. There was discussion regarding a letter (dated January 26, but approved at
the Commission's December meeting) to the president of the CBI-Fairmac Corp.
The letter has not been sent because of substantial changes to which both Coram
and the McLean Gardens Residents Association have objected. Both Kopff and
Grinnell said the letter should reflect the fact that it is a disappointment
that not more units will be kept low/moderate income. Coram stated that this ~
was a disappointment to the Residents Association, too. She agreed to try to
rewrite the letter.

F. It was reported that the Police Station has been reserved for the April 23rd
meeting of the Commission. It was decided that the May meeting will be held on
May 28th (Memorial Day).

G. A request was presented to the Commission to support the tenants of the Berk-

shire Apartment on Massachusetts Avenue in opposing their landlord's proposal

for the implementation of paid parking. It was explained that this could affect

3C if the tenants have to find parking on Macomb Street. The matter was referred
to the Transportation Committee.

© VIII. The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 pm.

~
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Attached to these Minutes:

*March 26, 1979 letter from Polly Shackleton to the Zoning Commission re.
case no. 78-29 (Iran)

Attached to the file copy of these Minutes:

*rreasurer's Report for the month of March, 1979

°March 15, 1979 letter from Jack Belcher to the D.C. Dep't of Recreation
re. the Hearst Wall

®List of residential median sales prices by area and a map of these areas

°Letter and accompanying resolution re. the Woodley Road Contract Postal
Station at the Sheraton Park Hotel

*March 26, 1979 Report of the Housing Committee

°Letter to the D.C. Dep't of Transportation re. the prohibition of trucks
and buses along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/41lst Street .

*Draft letter to Mr. J.D. Lee, president of the CBI-Fairmac Corporation
®Copy of March 24, 1979 Post article re. the Sheraton Park (this was dis-
tributed at the meeting) .

Not attached:

°The Commission's statement of opposition in zoning case 78-29
*Proposed resolution re. parking at the Berkshire Apartments

Respectfully Submitted
for the Commission:

Phil Mendelson

Attested as approved § corrected:

Katherine V. Coram
Recording Secretary
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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004

POLLY SHACKLETON
Counc/imember-Ward 3 : March 26, 1979

Mr. Stephen Sher

Executive Director

Zoning Commission

Government of the District of Columbla
District Bullding, Room 9-A
Washington, D.C, 20004

RE: Case No. 78-29
Dear Mr. Sher:

This letter is to notify the members of the Zoning
Commission of my support of the position of ANC 3C

and the immediate neighbors in their opposition to

the Embassy of lran Application to Amend the Zoning
Regulations for the property at 2500 ~ 30th Street N.W.

It is my opinion that this application is in direct
violation of the ''D' zone regulation and an unwarranted
intrusion of a Business-Chancery operation in a clearly
defined residential area.

Sincerely,

POLLY SNACKLETON
Counci Imember

\/" Ward 3
cC: NC 3C Chairperson Lindsley Williams

Mr. Tim Corcoran
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The meeting was called to order, with Gary Kopff presiding, shortly after 8:00pm
at the Second District Police Station. The roll was called: Arons, Williams,
and Coram were abscnt. (Arons and Coram arrived later.)

Verification of the posting of notice was ascertained. Mendelson was asked to
do the posting in the future, instead of each member being individually respon-
sible.

‘The minutes for the meeting of February 26, 1979 were approved with one cor-
rection. The fourth and fifth sentences of paragraph two of the Treasurer's
Report were corrected to read as follows: "An ad hoc coalition will be meeting
regarding this; several ANC's may contribute to legal action, which is being
considered. The Anne Blaine Harrison Institute will represent all ANC's, and
Covington § Burling has assisted in a pro bono capacity."

Treasurer's Report:

Grinnell gave the Treasurer's Report, stating the current balance as $13,324.12.
Various commitments, a bill from Phil Mendelson, and the forthcoming news-
letter will reduce this current balance. A copy of the report is appended to
the file copy of these minutes. The ANC received $4181.23 from the D.C. Gov-
ernment this month; this is higher than the normal quarterly allotment. Grinnell
said that he had not received a statement with the allotment, and that when

he called David Leonard, he was given a lengthy verbal explanation. Through a
series of calculations, the Commission was shown that the quarterly allotments
should be $2926.24, but that the first quarter payment had been only $1671.25.
The $4181.23 represents a one-time payment of the balance owed on the first
quarter plus the full second quarter allotment. The report was approved by
voice vote.

Grinnell raised the matter of changing the signatories on the Commission's
accounts with National Savings § Trust. The bank's forms include a resolution
to be adopted authorizing the account. The Commission gave its approval for
Grinnell to proceed.

Kopff asked for approval to pay his secretary $25 for typing, at $5 per hour,
for the newsletter. This was a rush item, which is the reason for the arrange-
ment. Approval was given. Kopff also asked to be reimbursed a $15 delivery
charge for having the newsletter delivered to Suburban Press in Silver Spring.
Haugen questioned why a suburban printer was used, especially since the Com-
mission's policy is to patronize D.C. businesses. Kopff said Suburban Press
was $2000 cheaper. Approval was given.

Committee Reports:

A. Administration Committee: It was reported that the newsletter was at the
printers and that it should be ready by the weekend of March 30th. A resolu-
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tion was approved authorizing the payment of up to $20 per SMD for distri-
bution of the newsletter (preferably by local youths). It was agreed that
Rothschild would take responsibility for SMD-08 and Kopff would take SMD-06.

B. Human Resources & Aging Committee: Haugen noted the Mayor's strong po-
sition on getting input from citizens on appointments to D.C. Commissions
and Boards. The State Health Coordinating Committee (SHCC) has an opening
now. She asked for suggestions on who might be interested in the position;
she would refer the name(s) to the Mayor's staff.

C. The Housing Committee report was deferred until later in the meeting.
There were no other committee reports.

Citizens' concerns:

A. Jack Belcher delivered to the Commission a copy of a letter he sent to
the D.C. Department of Recreation. It is attached to the file copy of these
minutes.

B. Chester Nauminow reported that he had received word from the National
Park Service that the proposal for a soccer field to be located at the
Northern end of Glover-Archbold Park had been dropped.

C. The Commission received a presentation from Donald Beach, the D.C. Chief
Tax Assessor. He explained the different methods to assess (e.g., cost,
market value, etc.) and the difficulties; '"the name of the game is mass
appraisal.'" The average selling price of a house in Cleveland Park rose by
almost $50,000 in 1977 over 1975. This year the city's total assessment is
$2 billion. The current tax rate is $1.54; with the increased value of land,
if the city were to collect no increase in the total amount of taxes, the
rate could drop to $1.36. Beach outlined the procedures for appealing as-
sessments. In answer to a question, he said no assessments went down this
year. Assessors use permits on file with the city to determine the nature
of improvements on properties.

Beach said the designation of an historic distric does not affect assessments
directly, but it might increase values. The designation of historic property
does affect the tax assessment (it holds down or lessens the value because of
the restrictions). He explained the homestead exemption, which reduces as-
sessments. The only way the tax burden will shift off property is through
other new taxes (i.e., commuter), raising the Federal payment, bringing in
new industry (and revenue), or by legislative policy to put more burden on
income or sales taxes. Beach also explained other tax relief programs such
as Schedule H and the circuit breaker. Attached to the file copy of these
minutes is a list of residential median sales prices by area and a map of
these areas.

D. Embassy of Iran: The Zoning Commission has requested more information from
ANC-3C on its opposition to the application for chancery use. The Office of
Planning & Development (OPD) has recommended that one (lot 9) of the three
lots be re-mapped; the other two should not. Part of lot 9 is presently used
for parking, and part of it already has the '"D'" over-lay zone. The Zoning
Commission would like to know if 3C would accept this. Grinnell reported
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that the neighborhood is afraid that any re-mapping will open the door to
more re-zonings in the future. The residents don't like chancery use, but
will accept embassies.

It was stated that 3C has long opposed the "soft edge'" concept of the "D"
" map, is opposed to chancery use on all three lots, and has challenged the
parking presently in use on part of lot 9.

NCPC has already given preliminary approval to the application, based on 4
conditions (1l: no additional buildings; 2: screening traffic from view; 3:

no vehicular access from 30th St., except for service and emergency; 4: all
chancery traffic required to enter/exit via Massachusetts Ave.). Susan
Aramaki said these conditions would be difficult to enforce. Their was brief
discussion about whether covenants can be binding on sovereign nations.
Aramaki also said she thinks that if the area is not re-mapped the Iranian
Embassy will request a PUD, since the area is more than 3 acres in size.

The Chair referred the matter to the Planning & Zoning Committee, and asked
Grinnell to serve as temporary chairman of the Committee. Grinnell asked

the Commission to give direction to the Committee by passing on the OPD and
NCPC recommendations. By vote of the Commission, the OPD recommendation (to
approve lot 9 but deny the other two) was rejected. By vote of the Commis-
sion, the NCPC recommendation (to approve all three lots with four conditions)
was rejected. Both votes were 1-5 (Rothschild voted for).

Aramaki reported that the ANC has filed a request to be a party to the case
before the Zoning Commission. She gave the Commission a copy of its state-
ment, submitted earlier in the day. This "Statement Of Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 3C In Opposition To The Application'" has been placed in the Com-
mission's file on case 78-29. Aramaki said she will be working on a brief
of "Findings Of Fact And Conclusions Of Law.' Kopff asked that a commitment
for the amount of time necessary to prepare this should wait until the meeting
addressed its funding problems.

b..la n(e OF S

E. Bob Stumberg reported that unless the ANC reduces its pfundg on a regular
basis it will loose its quarterly allocations. A few of the ANC's have been
able to negotiate with the city to recoup some of the lost quarterly payments.
Representatives of a number of the ANC's have met to discuss what can be done.
They generally agreed that a conciliatory, rather than tough, approach should
be taken.

Stumberg outlined three issues to be researched:

1. The impact of Mayor's Order 78-22 (e.g., the cash basis requirement
ignores unexpended obligations incurred by the ANC's)

2. Comparison of the city's requirements of the ANC's with other govern-
ment agencies

3. Alternatives to the present situation, while keeping the same goals
espoused in Mayor's Order 78-22

This research could cost $1000, but the Ward IV ANC's are paying. The research
should be completed by the Anne Blaine Harrison Institute in 10 weeks, and will
be available to 3C. .

Kopff stated that the ANC's budget is virtually inoperable because the amount
of funding to be received 1is never certain.

Lot o
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F. It was resolved that the Anne Blaine Harrison Institute should proceed with
the "Findings Of Fact And Conclusions Of Law'" if such a document is not being
prepared by Tim Corcoran, counsel for the neighborhood residents; Susan Aramaki
is to check with Corcoran about this. The vote was unanimous. It had been
said that the work could put 3C over its budget with the Institute.

VII. Other Issues

A. A question was raised as to whether the Commission wants to accept a free
addressograph machine. The Chair referred the matter to the Administration
Committee and asked Grinnell to look at the machine.

B. Woodley Road Contract Postal Station: Haugen distributed a proposed res-
olution. The Woodley Park Citizens Association supports this. The manager
of the station was present and indicated his support. The resolution, urging
the Sheraton Corporation to locate space for the continuation of the station,
was approved 5-0 (unanimous).

C. The report of the Housing Committee was distributed. It requests author-
ization for work to be done. A question was raised about part 2b of the re-
port: does such a pamphlet exist. Coram explained that one of the tasks to

be undertaken would be to find out. Regarding part 1 of the report: it was
noted that the ANC newsletter will be soliciting volunteers. Haugen asked if
different groups such as St. Thomas Church and the Vicariat of Catholic Churches
could participate. Coram said these groups are interested in the elderly and
not housing, per se. It was requested that the information on conversions be
broken down by SMD. The Committee's report, with its request for expenditures,
was approved.

D. The Commission unanimously approved a letter to be sent to the D.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation regarding the prohibition for trucks and commercial
buses from operating along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/41lst Street.

E. There was discussion regarding a letter (dated January 26, but approved at
the Commission's December meeting) to the president of the CBI-Fairmac Corp.
The letter has not been sent because of substantial changes to which both Coram
and the McLean Gardens Residents Association have cobjected. Both Kopff and
Grinnell said the letter should reflect the fact that it is a disappointment
that not more units will be kept low/moderate income. Coram stated that this
was a disappointment to the Residents Association, too. She agreed to try to
rewrite the letter.

F. It was reported that the Police Station has been reserved for the April 23rd
meeting of the Commission. It was decided that the May meeting will be held on
May 28th (Memorial Day).

G. A request was presented to the Commission to support the tenants of the Berk-
shire Apartment on Massachusetts Avenue in opposing their landlord's proposal

for the implementation of paid parking. It was explained that this could affect

3C if the tenants have to find parking on Macomb Street. The matter was referred.
to the Transportation Committee.

VIII. The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 pm.
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Attached to these Minutes:

*March 26, 1979 letter from Polly Shackleton to the Zoning Commission re.
case no. 78-29 (Iran)

Attached to the file copy of these Minutes:

*Treasurer's Report for the month of March, 1979

*March 15, 1979 letter from Jack Belcher to the D.C. Dep't of Recreation
re. the Hearst Wall

*List of residential median sales prices by area and a map of these areas
®Letter and accompanying resolution re. the Woodley Road Contract Postal
Station at the Sheraton Park Hotel f

'March 26, 1979 Report of the Housing Committee

*Letter to the D.C. Dep't of Transportation re. the prohibition of trucks
and buses along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/4lst Street

*Draft letter .to Mr. J.D. Lee, president of the CBI-Fairmac Corporatlon
°Copy of March 24, 1979 Post article re. the Sheraton Park (this was dis-
tributed at the meeting)

Not attached:

°The Commission's statement of opposition in zoning case 78-29
*Proposed resolution re. parking at the Berkshire Apartments

Respectfully Submitted
for the Commission:

;ﬂ -

Phil Mendelson

Attested as approved § corrected:

Katherine V. Coram
Recording Secretary
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004

POLLY SHACKLETON

Counciimember-Ward 3 March 26 ’ ] 979

Mr. Stephen Sher

Executive Director

Zoning Commission

Government of the District of Columbia
District Building, Room 9-A
Washington, D.C, 20004

RE: Case No. 78-29
Dear Mr. Sher:

This letter is to notify the members of the Zoning
Commission of my support of the position of ANC 3C
and the immediate neighbors in their opposition to
the Embassy of lran Application to Amend the Zoning
Regulations for the property at 2500 - 30th Street N.W.

It is my opinion that this application is in direct
violation of the "D'" zone regulation and an unwarranted
intrusion of a Business-Chancery operation in a clearly
defined residential area.

Sincerely,

POLLY SNACKLETON

; Councilmember
e Ward 3

CC:\/£§:/3C Chairperson Lindsley Williams
Mr. Tim Corcoran




ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

Cathedrai Heights Cleveland Park MclLean Gardens Woodiley Park

March 26, 1979

“‘eom‘ablﬁ mg Qmo

-y, Burtell Jefferson ~ ,ﬂta"w“ﬁ’
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Dear M= \Jafferson:

On behalf of Advisory Neighboyhood C ission 3C, this letter
is to convey our extreme dispfleasurefat your rules with re-

gard to reservatio sﬂfor use [of thedSecond District's Community
Room. M

First and foremost, the rule, which requires the making of
mépservgtions no ea;ligr thgn 30~d§ys.in advance, is disruptive.
BoxlAkﬂsh ommunity groups within this Commission's area have found
that they are no longer able to say with certainty that they .
meet regularly on a particular day of the month at the Police
Station.

Second, this rulemaking was unilateral and unannounced. NoO
notice was given to the community, either directly or through
the D.C. Register. This ANC, in particular, as a government
body, should have been informed and provided the opportunity
for comment as provided under D.C. Law 1-21, amended.

A éqmﬁ,

ta

This Commission feels that ANC's and other recognized community

organizations should be able to reserve the Community Room--on

a monthly basis--for as much as a year in advance so that they

may plan to meet regularly. We recognize the burgeoning demand

for use of the room and therefore would agree to your 30 day

rule in the case of political, academic, and otherﬁoups. A#‘

-l K3

erge you to reconsider wyour action and -s‘gﬁad yomé’; he 4o

vl gduirements of the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions Law ( DC baw/~2/);

Hee Second Dbt oo FOR THE C?’MMI ST 2:
MZ(Q SL# a* F Lbﬂ.ﬂ- "w o io? ngs, e
. noa '& u“' no 8‘ q el 5’
"el!—,ﬂccg 'Kl.ls A'Ui QS\,J\“):“ ,:(,‘0.4- we "114""’ rx:gi m.u."' (r? G Qe NOoMA
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THE ANNE BLAINE HARRISON
INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC LAW

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY LAW CENTER
605 G ST., N.W. - SUITE 401
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001
202-624-8235

March 30, 1979

Dean of the Law Center
DAVID J. McCARTHY
Associate Dean for
Clinical Programs
JOHN R. KRAMER

Director Dear Phil H
JASON I. NEWMAN

Deputy Director

ROBERT K. STUMBERG Please send me a copy of the minutes of the
A ANCY D. BRADLEY méetings at which the ANC voted on the Iranian
S e RAMAKL Chancery application for map change. Specifically,
S ! C l : : 2
B iy BARNES I need the minutes of the meeting back in November
Community Legal Assistance .
ANN BRITTON or December, I believe, where the vote to recommend

Developmental Disabilities

beveiopmenal braviiies ~@against the application was held, and the minutes

Programs

COMMUNITY LEGAL of last Monday's meeting.
ASSISTANCE
BISABILITY LAW PROJECT I must file these with the Zoning Commission

LEGISLATIVE
RESEARCH CENTER by a week from Monday, so please forward as soon

as possible. Thanks alot.
Sincerely,

Su Aramaki

(0at ekt b brrncld
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District of Coluwbia Register )
- APR 6 1979

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT O} COLUMBIA AUDITOR
1329 E STREET. N.W.
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20004

727-3800
MATTHEW S. WATSON
DISTRICY OF COLUMBIA AUDITOR

h 21,
79:084 :MSW: bdh March 21, 1979

. Opinion of D.C. Auditor concerning
requirements for gifts to ANCs and
tax deductability to the donor of
suﬁh gifts. .

Dear

You raised two questions relating to .your Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission. First, whether the Commission may accept a gift of an addresso-
graph machine; and second, whether such a gift would be tax deductible to
the donor? : a '

Gifts with a value of less than $100 from a single contributor may be
accepted by the Commission without prior authorization. Gifts valued over
$100 must be approved in advance by the Council. Specifically, Section
13(1) of D.C. Law 1-58 provides:

No Commission may solicit or accept funds: -
from a Federal or District government
agency or private source except as may

be specifically and previously authorized
by resolution of the Council: PROVIDED
that, receipt of contributions of $100

or less from a single contributor need

not be app.,uved by the Council.

It is my opinion that the statutory provisibn was intended to apply
broadly and was not limited only to cash contributions.. Therefore, if the
machine has a fair market value of over $100, a Council resolution is
required before your Commission may accept it. .

A gift properly made to a Commission is tax deductible to the donor.
Commissions are entities of the District Government. All ANC assets must
be used for public purposes. Section 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue
Code (26 U.S.C.) defines allowable charitable deductions to include:

A contribution or gift to or for the use
of ... the District of Columbia, but only
if the contribution or gift is made for
exclusively public purposes.

. .S{ncerely,

Solaxd S S

Matthew S. Watson
_Pistrict of Columbia Auditor
905
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ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

" Cathedral Heights . Cleveland Park MclLean Gardens Woodley Park

MEMORANDUM:

TO: David Grinnell
FR: Phil MendelsonZZZ?

RE: Minutes re. 78-29 March 31, 1979

Per your request, the following are excerpts from the Commission's Minutes re-
garding Zoning Commission Case No. 78-29 (Embassy of Iran, applicant). Included
are the earliest references to the case.

November 27, 1978:

VII. C.: Lindsley Williams announced that an application for a map amendment has
been filed by the Iranian Embassy before the Zoning Commission. It would include
the 2500 block of 30th Street in the Diplomatic Zone.

VIII. F.: There was no objection to the [Anne Blaine Harrison] Institute as-
sisting the Commission in its response to the pending application by the Embassy
of Iran for a map change in zoning, pending Grinnell finding out the approximate
cost first.

December 18, 1978:

IV. D.: The Embassy of Iran has applied for a map change to extend the Diplomatic
Zone to include the property (which it owns) adjacent to its embassy. The Zoning
Commission will decide on January 1l1lth whether or not to grant a hearing on the
application. A motion was moved and approved (Kopff abstaining) for Hugh Allen
to prepare a letter on behalf of the Commission opposing the application and
seeking to avoid the granting of a hearing.

V. K.: Williams mentioned two items for the Commissioners to consider before the
next meeting: election of officers for 1979 and review of the Saudi and Iranian
Chancery applications. He proposed that there be an informal meeting the week of
January 15, 1979.

January 16, 1979:

[A copy of the pertinent excerpt is attached.]

January 22, 1979:

IV. Planning & Zoning:

A. Grinnell reported that he had called Mr. Bess, Zoning Administrator, to
find out the use of the house on the property involved in the Government of
Iran zoning case. He was told that as of last summer the use was listed as
an extension of the ambassador's residence. Bess had also said that the ANC
should write to him in order to be able to get the Dep't of State to ascer-
tain the current use. Accordingly, it was moved that the Commission send a

Singte Member DIistrict Commissioners, 1978-1979

01-Fred Pitts N “ . 06-Kay McGrath
02-Ruth Haugen ANC-3C Otfice . 07-Gary Kopff
03-Bernic Arons 2737 waomhira Piaca, N. W, 08-

04- Linds!ey Withams Washington, D. C. 20008 - . 09-Louis Rothschild

05-Katherine Coram : . 232-2232 10-David Grinnell



Memorandum

" David Grimmell

March 31, 1979
Page Two

letter of inquiry, requesting an inspection of the premises, to both the D.C.
Dep't of Housing and the State Department. Williams added to the motion that
the letter request that the building plans be examined as well. The motion
was approved unanimously. Mendelson will type the letter as written by
Grinnmell.

[Section IV.B. is deleted here.]

C. Hugh Allen, just arrived, presented a report with his recommendations.
1. A proposed letter to Steven E. Sher regarding zoning case 78-29 (Iran)
was approved with several changes. A copy of the final--approved--letter
is attached.

Williams reported that Tim Corcoran had called him to say he would not be
representing the neighborhood residents on this case. Williams suggested
to the Commission that both he and Grinnell meet with the residents to
discuss what they can do.

February 26, 1979:

IV. A.: Embassy of Iran: Sylvan Marshall, representing the Embassy, was introduced.
He read a letter addressed to David Grinnell from the Charge D'Affaires Ad Interim.
It was announced that the Zoning Commission has scheduled a hearing on the applica-
tion for L:00pm on March 26. The National Capital Planning Commission is also

scheduled to take up the matter on March 1lst. Williams explained that the Commission

has dealt primarily only with the Zoning Commission regarding this case.

Grinnell reported that no response has been received from the D.C. Zoning Admin-
istrator concerning the use of the premises at 2500 30th St. Marshall said the
premises are vacant. Grinnell said a recent newspaper article stated that lran's
Military Mission is located there. '

Marshall then explained various arguments on behalf of the zoning application.
In answer to questions, he said the application was not for a new chancery build-
ing but for an annex, and that the State Department has endorsed the application.

Marvin J. Cantor, architect for the Embassy's application, addressed the Commission.

lle described the property and its relationship to abutting lots. He said no

physical alterations or construction is contemplated for the entire lot. No new
driveway or pedestrian access from 30th Street is planned; main access will be

from Massachusetts Avenue. The building will represent approximately 19% of the
Embassy's total chancery use. In answer to questions, Cantor explained Iran's
restoration efforts on the building thusfar. He said he had done no interior
alterations that would have converted the building's residential quality to that

of an office building. Marshall said he thought the Embassy might be willing to
accept covenants governing the land's use. Kopff asked Marshall for a statement

of the building's current use. Marshall complained that he had offered a tour of
the building last Fall, but the ANC's Planning § Zoning Committee had said it was
unnecessary. '

l

March 26, 1979:

[A copy of the pertinent excerpt is attached These minutes have not yet been
approved by the Commission. ] ;

enc. o : ‘\
cc: Lindsley Williams c 3
Anne Blaine Harrison Institute '



ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
~ Government of the District of Columbia

Cathedral Heights Cleveland Park ) MclLean Gardens Woodley Park

March 27, 1979

MEMORANDUM

TO: David Grinnell, Treasurer
FR: Bernie Arons, Chair, Education Committee
RE: Education Funding Voted February 26, 1979

At its meeting of February 26, 1979, ANC-3C came to a final
vote on the following funding requests:

1. The."Hearst Proposal" for playground safety equipment
($1800 redquested).

2. The "Oyster Proposal" for an after-school music pro-
gram ($1408 requested).

3. The "Eaton Proposal” for the Architect-In-School pro-
gram (34000 requested).

The ANC-3C voted to grant the following:

1. For- the "Hearst Proposal" an outright grant of $300.00
and an additional amount of money to match dollar for
dollar any amount of money raised from other sources
(e.g., other ANC's) for the safety equipment, not to
exceed $450.00, by July 1, 1979.

2. For the '"Oyster Proposal' an outright grant of $1008.00.
3. For the "Eaton Proposal” an outright grant of $1500.00.

The checks should be made payable and mailed to the following:

1. For the "Hearst Proposal":
to: "Phoebe Hearst School P.T.A."
c/o Polly Peacock
3643 Tilden St., N.W. 20008

2. For the "Oyster Proposal':
to: "Oyster School Community Council"
c/o0 Tondria Gelman
19491 Biltmore 5., oW, 20008

3. For the "Eaton Proposal':
Lo: "JTohn Eabton Home s School Associabion
/0 Rill Robinson
3112 Toowell St., N.W. 20016

[RYAN W
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Cathpqra! Heights

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

Cleveland Park MclLean Gardens

/%eua@&m 7~
/77ﬂ40A20

Woodley Park

Mr. Douglas N.

March 27, 1978

Schnelder, Jr.

Director, Department of Transportatlon
Government of the District of Columbla
415 Twelfth Street, N.W. D
. Washington, D.C. 20004 :

Dear Doug:

This is to inform you of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-C's
support for the rules your department is proposing to adopt

as section 40.102 in 17 DCRR, Chapter IV, Part 40 deriving

from the Notice appearing in the D. C. Register of March 2, 1979.

These proposed rules would establish a prohibition for

trucks (over 1% ton) and commercial buses from operating
along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/41lst Street, N.W.

except the purpose of making a pickup or delivery.

We support these proposed rules and urge their adoption as

soon as possible.

We also urge that the Department examine

other roadways which would benefit from similay treatment

throughout the District of Columbia.

In this connection,

we would ask you to consider adopting similar rules for the

2100 and 2200 blocks of Cathedral Avenue, N.W.

(which connects

Connecticut Avenue with Beach Drive/Rdck Creek Park). The
problem here is the use of that segment of Cathedral Avenue

as an access route for METRO construction wvehicles.

.

We look forward to working with you and the Metropolitan
Police Department in an effort to enforce the regulatlons
upon thelr adoption.

Sincerely,

(]

Lindsley Williams, Chairperson

cc: Deputy Chjef Smith, MPD, 2nd District
Chairpersons,' ANCs 3E, 3F, and 3G
Assistant Chief, Policies and Plans, DOT

Acting Chief, Engineering and Operations,

Single Member District Ccommissioners, 1978-1979
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District of Columbia Register ' MAR 2 By -
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ICE OF PROPOSE LEMAKING

The Director of the District of Columbia Department of Transportation

hereby gives notice of intent to amend Title 17, D.C. Rules & Regulations, B

Chapter 1V, Part 40, section 40.102, "Truck/Bus Regulations,”" as follows
in not less than 30 days from the date of publication of this notice:

TITLE 17 DCRR  CHAPTER IV — PART 40

SECTION 40.102 TRUCK/BUS REGULATIONS

When signs are erected bearing legend truck and/or bus on minor
arterial roadways, as designated by the Department of Transpor-
tation's 1980 Function Classification of Streets and Highways
Map, no person shall operate any truck exceeding one and one-
quarter (1 1/4) ton capacity, or commercial bus, upon any of the
following streets; picvided, that such trucks or buses may be
-operated thereon for the purpose of making a pickup or delivery:

(a). Northwest Section

ADD: 41st Street/Reno Road - between Western Avenue and
Nebraska Avenue.

ADD: Reno Road/34th Street - between Nebraska Avenue and
Porter Street. T S .

ADD: 34th Street - between Portér Sireet'and Massachusetts
Avenue. : o

Persons wishing to comment on these proposed rules should do so
in writing addressed to the Bureau of Traffic Engineering and
Operations, Room 716, 613 G Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 29002.




ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

Cathedral Heights Cleveland Park ‘ McLean Gardens Woodley Park

March 27, 1979

MEMORANDUM :

TO: David Grinnell, Treasurer
FR: Bernie Arons, Chair, Education Committee
RE: Education Funding Voted February 26, 1979

At its meeting of February 26, 1979, ANC-3C came to a final
vote on the following funding requests:

1. The "Hearst Proposal"” for playground safety equipment
($1800 requested).

2. The "Oyster Proposal" for an after-school music pro-
gram ($1408 requested).

3. The "Eaton Proposal" for the Architect-In-School pro-
gram ($4000 requested).

The ANC-3C voted to grant the following:

1. For. the "Hearst Proposal" an outright grant of $300.00
and an additional amount of money to match dollar for
dollar any amount of money raised from other sources
(e.g., other ANC's) for the safety equipment, not to
exceed $450.00, by July 1, 1979,

2. For the "Oyster Proposal" an outright grant of $1008.00.
3. For the "Eaton Proposal" an outright grant of $1500.00.

The checks should be made payable and mailed to the following:

1. For the "Hearst Proposal":

to: "Phoebe Hearst School P.T.A."
c/o Polly Peacock
3643 Tilden St., N.W. 20008

2. For the "Oyster Proposal”:
to: "Oyster School Community Council"
c/o0 Tondria Gelman
1931 Biltmore St., N.W. 20008

3. For the "Eaton Proposal":
to: "John Eaton Home & School Associatior

c/o Bill Robinson
3412 Lowell St., N.W. 20016

BA s pm Single Member District Commissioners, 1978-1979
01-Fred Pitts X 06-Kay McGrath
02-Ruth Haugen ANC-3C Office 07-Gary Kopff
. 2737 Devonshire Place, N. W, 08
03-Bernie Arons Washington, D. C. 20008 ) .
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05-Katherine Coram 232-2232 10-David Grinnell



‘ ,‘ c‘éthedral Heights Cleveland Park Mcl.ean Gardens

ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

Woodley Park

March 27, 1979

MEMORANDUM :

T0: David Grinnell, Treasurer
FR: Bernie Arons, Chair, Education Committee
RE: Education Funding Voted February 26, 1979

At its meeting of February 26, 1979, ANC-3C came to a final
vote on the following funding requests:

1. The "Hearst Proposal” for playground safety equipment
($1800 requested). '

2. The "Oyster Proposal" for an after-school music pro-
gram ($1408 requested).

3. The "Eaton Proposal" for the Architect-In-School pro-
gram ($4000 reguested).
The ANC~3C voted to grant the following:

1. For the "Hearst Proposal" an outright grant of $300.00
and an additional amount of money to match dollar for
dollar any amount of money raised from other sources
(e.g., other ANC's) for the safety equipment, not to
exceed $450.00, by July 1, 1979,

2. For the "Oyster Proposal'" an outright grant of $1008.00.
3. For the "Eaton Proposal"” an outright grant of $1500.00.

The checks should be made payable and mailed to the following:

1. For the "Hearst Proposal”:
to: "Phoebe Hearst School P.T.A."
c/o Polly Peacock
3643 Tilden St., N.W. 20008

2. For the "Oyster Proposal':

to: "Oyster School Community Council"

c/o0 Tondria Gelman
1931 Biltmore St., N.W. 20008

3. For the "Eaton Proposal':

to: "John Eaton Home & School Association®

c¢/0 Bill Robinson
3412 Lowell St., N.W. 20016

A D
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ADVISCRY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

‘Cathedral Heights Cleveland Park McLean Gardens Woodley Park

March 26, 1979

Hugh Allen
3834 Windom P1., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear Hughs

The Commission, at its February 26, 1979 meeting, passed a
resolution accepting with the deepest regret your resigna-
tion as Chair of the Planning And Zoning Committee. It was
unanimously agreed that this letter be sent as a token of
our appreciation for your work. You have set an excellent
example of how a member of the community can assist the
ANC's--particularly when the ANC concept is still relatively
new. You have also been of vital importance to the Com-

mission as it has taken up a series of very troublesome
land use issues.

Our loss will be ANC-3F's gain. We wish you all the best.

np Q@ivmay
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%ML
@%J&W

Singte Membar District Commissioners, 1978—1%79 : h .‘ &

O1-Fred Pitts 06-Kay McGrath

02-Ruth Haugen ANC-3C Office 07-Gary Kopff
2737 Devonshire Place, N. W. 08~

03-Bernie Arons Washington. D. C. 2 . .

04~ Lindsley Williams ' & gton, D. C. 20008 . -+ 03 Louis Rothschild

.05-Katherine Coram 2R2-Z232 ' 10-David Grinnel)



ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

s
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e ::"Céfhédral Heights .. Cleveland Park McLean Gardens Woodley Park

March 26, 1979

Ms. Kay C. McGrath
3312 Rowland Pl., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Xay:

It was with extreme regret that we received your resig-
nation at our February 26th meeting. As you know, we have
had tremendous respect for your commitment and dedication to
the ANC since its earliest days. Your firm leadership did
much to set the direction for 3C--and, for other ANC's as
well.

The city's gain is our loss. We wish you all the best.

Sincerely,
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\ ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Govemment of the District of Columbia

Cathedral Heights Cleveland Park McLean Gardens Woodley Park

March 26, 1979

Mr. Paul O'Neill

Managing Director and Vice President
Sheraton Corporation

Sheraton Park Hotel
' 2660 Woodley Road N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20008

RE: WOODLEY ROAD CONTRACT POSTAL STATION
Dear Mr. O'Neil:

At our meeting on Monday evening, March 26, 1979,
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-C considered and
adopted the enclosed resolution.

We trust you will give this expression of our
concern due consideration in your attempts to locate
space for continuation of the Woodley Road Contract
Postal Station. '

o

Vice-Cha¥rman ané7;ice-Tfeasurer

RH

ccs Woodley Park Community Association
St. Thomas apostle Parish Council
Cleveland Park Citizens Association
Edward F. Curry, Station Manager

Single Member District Commissioners, 1978-1979
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RESOLUTION

Regarding Woodley Road Contract Postal Station

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

- WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Sheraton Washington Hotel/Convention Center
2660 Woodley Road N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20008

the Woodley Road Contract Postal Station serves
the residents of several single member districts
within Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-C, and

this Station has been in operation in the Sheraton
Park Hotel for over 30 years, and

the Station provides all postal counter services,
except COD and postal box facilities, and person-
alized services including:

a. stock of tax forms, Federal and District

- of Columbia;

b. immigration report forms;

c. volunteer tax assistance to the elderly
and to the large Hispanic community of residents
on occasion, and

in response to the needs of a large body of foreign
guests of the Sheraton and community residents,
though not required by the Station's contract with
the Postal Service, international parcels are
accepted and processed, and

the Station's records' indication of 22% increase
in dollar volume of sales and service in FY 1978
reflect the community as well as hotel guest and
employee reliance on the Station, and

several Sheraton public announcements and promo-
tional advertisements have clearly stated that the
new Sheraton Washington Hotel/Convention Center
would include a postal facility, and

the Station manager, a community resident, has
had no previous reason to inform the community
of the possible loss of the Station, and

in 1976, the community and the hotel joined together
to save the Station when the Postal Service con-
sidered its termination, and

o R)

C




WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

for all of the foregoing reasons, the Task Force
of the community groups convened by this ANC to
review community concerns about the building :of
the hotel/convention center in the Woodley Park
residential community has had no reason to believe
that there was any question about the continuation
of the Woodley Road Postal Station in the Sheraton
Washington, and

this ANC has been informed that Sheraton has now
told the Station manager that the Station will
have to be vacated by June 22, 1979, and

the Sheraton has also indicated that no space
could be allotted for the Woodley Road Contract
Postal Station in the foreseeable future,
possibly not before the Spring of 1980, and

this vacating and lack of immediate space could
result in permanent loss for both the hotel and
the surrounding community,

‘'NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-C strongly

urges the Sheraton Corporation to find, among the thousands
of square feet in the present and future Woodley Road

complex,

adequate space for the continuation of the

Woodley Road Contract Postal Station.

C ancty R, /5 4

‘;‘
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ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

4 Cathedral Heights Cleveland Park McLean Gardens Woodley Park

II.

IIT.

Iv.

Minutes
March 26, 1979

. The meeting was called to order, with Gary Kopff presiding, shortly after 8:00pm

at the Second District Police Station. The roll was called: Arons, Williams,
and Coram were absent. (Arons and Coram arrived later.)

Verification of the posting of notice was ascertained. Mendelson was asked to
do the posting in the future, instead of each member being individually respon-
sible.

The minutes for the meeting of February 26, 1979 were approved with one cor-
rection. The fourth and fifth sentences of paragraph two of the Treasurer's
Report were corrected to read as follows: "An ad hoc coalition will be meeting
regarding this; several ANC's may contribute to legal action, which is being
considered. The Anne Blaine Harrison Institute will represent all ANC's, and
Covington & Burling has assisted in a pro bono capacity."

Treasurer's Report:

Grinnell gave the Treasurer's Report, stating the current balance as $13,324.12.
Various commitments, a bill from Phil Mendelson, and the forthcoming news-
letter will reduce this current balance. A copy of the report is appended to
the file copy of these minutes. The ANC received $4181.23 from the D.C. Gov-
ernment this month; this is higher than the normal quarterly allotment. Grinnell
said that he had not received a statement with the allotment, and that when

he called David Leonard, he was given a lengthy verbal explanation. Through a
series of calculations, the Commission was shown that the quarterly allotments
should be $2926.24, but that the first quarter payment had been only $1671.25.
The $4181.23 represents a one-time payment of the balance owed on the first
quarter plus the full second quarter allotment. The report was approved by
voice vote.

Grinnell raised the matter of changing the signatories on the Commission's
accounts with National Savings & Trust. The bank's forms include a resolution
to be adopted authorizing the account. The Commission gave its approval for
Grinnell to proceed.

Kopff asked for approval to pay his secretary $25 for typing, at $5 per hour,
for the newsletter. This was a rush item, which is the reason for the arrange-
ment. Approval was given. Kopff also asked to be reimbursed a $15 delivery
charge for having the newsletter delivered to Suburban Press in Silver Spring.
Haugen questioned why a suburban printer was used, especially since the Com-
mission's policy is to patronize D.C. businesses. Kopff said Suburban Press
was $2000 cheaper. Approval was given.

. Committee Reports:

A. Administration Committee: It was reported that the newsletter was at the
printers and that it should be ready by the weekend of March 30th. A resolu-

Single Member District Commissioners, 1978-1979

01-Fred Pitts
02-Ruth Haugen
03-Bernie Arons
04-Lindsley Williams
05-Katherine Coram

06-Kay McGrath
ANC-3C Office 07-Gary Kopff
2737 Devonshire Place, N. W. 08-
Washington, D. C. 20008 09-Louis Rothschild
232-2232 10-David Grinnell



VI.

ANC-3C Minutes -2- March 26, 1979

tion was approved authorizing the payment of up to $20 per SMD for distri-
bution of the newsletter (preferably by local youths). It was agreed that
Rothschild would take responsibility for SMD-08 and Kopff would take SMD-06.

B. Human Resources & Aging Committee: Haugen noted the Mayor's strong po-
sition on getting input from citizens on appointments to D.C. Commissions
and Boards. The State Health Coordinating Committee (SHCC) has an opening
now. She asked for suggestions on who might be interested in the position;
she would refer the name(s) to the Mayor's staff.

C. The Housing Committee report was deferred until later in the meeting.
There were no other committee reports.

Citizens' concerns:

A. Jack Belcher delivered to the Commission a copy of a letter he sent to
the D.C. Department of Recreation. It is attached to the file copy of these
minutes.

B. Chester Nauminow reported that he had received word from the National
Park Service that the proposal for a soccer field to be located at the
Northern end of Glover-Archbold Park had been dropped.

C. The Commission received a presentation from Donald Beach, the D.C. Chief
Tax Assessor. He explained the different methods to assess (e.g., cost,
market value, etc.) and the difficulties; ''the name of the game is mass
appraisal." The average selling price of a house in Cleveland Park rose by
almost $50,000 in 1977 over 1975. This year the city's total assessment is
$2 billion. The current tax rate is $1.54; with the increased value of land,
if the city were to collect no increase in the total amount of taxes, the
rate could drop to $1.36. Beach outlined the procedures for appealing as-
sessments. In answer to a question, he said no assessments went down this
year. Assessors use permits on file with the city to determine the nature
of improvements on properties.

Beach said the designation of an historic distric does not affect assessments
directly, but it might increase values. The designation of historic property
does affect the tax assessment (it holds down or lessens the value because of
the restrictions). He explained the homestead exemption, which reduces as-
sessments. The only way the tax burden will shift off property is through
other new taxes (i.e., commuter), raising the Federal payment, bringing in
new industry (and revenue), or by legislative policy to put more burden on
income or sales taxes. Beach also explained other tax relief programs such
as Schedule H and the circuit breaker. Attached to the file copy of these
minutes is a list of residential median sales prices by area and a map of
these areas.

D. Embassy of Iran: The Zoning Commission has requested more information from
ANC-3C on its opposition to the application for chancery use. The Office of
Planning & Development (OPD) has recommended that one (lot 9) of the three
lots be re-mapped; the other two should not. Part of lot 9 is presently used
for parking, and part of it already has the '"D" over-lay zone. The Zoning
Commission would like to know if 3C would accept this. Grinnell reported
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that the neighborhood is afraid that any re-mapping will open the door to
more re-zonings in the future. The residents don't like chancery use, but
will accept embassies.

It was stated that 3C has long opposed the "soft edge'" concept of the ''D"
map, is opposed to chancery use on all three lots, and has challenged the
parking presently in use on part of lot 9.

NCPC has already given preliminary approval to the application, based on 4
conditions (1: no additional buildings; 2: screening traffic from view; 3:

no vehicular access from 30th St., except for service and emergency; 4: all
chancery traffic required to enter/exit via Massachusetts Ave.). Susan
Aramaki said these conditions would be difficult to enforce. Their was brief
discussion about whether covenants can be binding on sovereign nations.
Aramaki also said she thinks that if the area is not re-mapped the Iranian
Embassy will request a PUD, since the area is more than 3 acres in size.

The Chair referred the matter to the Planning § Zoning Committee, and asked
Grinnell to serve as temporary chairman of the Committee. Grinnell asked

the Commission to give direction to the Committee by passing on the OPD and
NCPC recommendations. By vote of the Commission, the OPD recommendation (to
approve lot 9 but deny the other two) was rejected. By vote of the Commis-
sion, the NCPC recommendation (to approve all three lots with four conditions)
was rejected. Both votes were 1-5 (Rothschild voted for).

Aramaki reported that the ANC has filed a request to be a.party to the case
before the Zoning Commission. She gave the Commission a copy of its state-
ment, submitted earlier in the day. This ""Statement Of Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 3C In Opposition To The Application'' has been placed in the Com-
mission's file on case 78-29. Aramaki said she will be working on a brief

of "Findings Of Fact And Conclusions Of Law." Kopff asked that a commitment
for the amount of time necessary to prepare this should wait until the meeting
addressed its funding problems.

E. Bob Stumberg reported that unless the ANC reduces its funding on a regular
basis it will loose its quarterly allocations. A few of the ANC's have been
able to negotiate with the city to recoup some of the lost quarterly payments.
Representatives of a number of the ANC's have met to discuss what can be done.
They generally agreed that a conciliatory, rather than tough, approach should
be taken.

Stumberg outlined three issues to be researched:

1. The impact of Mayor's Order 78-22 (e.g., the cash basis requirement
ignores unexpended obligations incurred by the ANC's)

2. Comparison of the city's requirements of the ANC's with other govern-
ment agencies

3. Alternatives to the present situation, while keeping the same goals
espoused in Mayor's Order 78-22

This research could cost $1000, but the Ward IV ANC's are paying. The research
should be completed by the Anne Blaine Harrison Institute in 10 weeks, and will
be available to 3C.

Kopff stated that the ANC's budget is virtually inoperable because the amount
of funding to be received is never certain.
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F. It was resolved that the Anne Blaine Harrison Institute should proceed with
the "Findings Of Fact And Conclusions Of Law'" if such a document is not being
prepared by Tim Corcoran, counsel for the neighborhood residents; Susan Aramaki
is to check with Corcoran about this. The vote was unanimous. It had been
said that the work could put 3C over its budget with the Institute.

VII. Other Issues

A. A question was raised as to whether the Commission wants to accept a free
addressograph machine. The Chair referred the matter to the Administration
Committee and asked Grinnell to look at the machine.

B. Woodley Road Contract Postal Station: Haugen distributed a proposed res-
olution. The Woodley Park Citizens Association supports this. The manager
of the station was present and indicated his support. The resolution, urging
the Sheraton Corporation to locate space for the continuation of the station,
was approved 5-0 (unanimous).

C. The report of the Housing Committee was distributed. It requests author-
ization for work to be done. A question was raised about part 2b of the re-
port: does such a pamphlet exist. Coram explained that one of the tasks to

be undertaken would be to find out. Regarding part 1 of the report: it was
noted that the ANC newsletter will be soliciting volunteers. Haugen asked if
different groups such as St. Thomas Church and the Vicariat of Catholic Churches
could participate. Coram said these groups are interested in the elderly and
not housing, per se. It was requested that the information on conversions be
broken down by SMD. The Committee's report, with its request for expenditures,
was approved.

D. The Commission unanimously approved a letter to be sent to the D.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation regarding the prohibition for trucks and commercial
buses from operating along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/41lst Street.

E. There was discussion regarding a letter (dated January 26, but approved at
the Commission's December meeting) to the president of the CBI-Fairmac Corp.
The letter has not been sent because of substantial changes to which both Coram
and the McLean Gardens Residents Association have objected. Both Kopff and
Grinnell said the letter should reflect the fact that it is a disappointment
that not more units will be kept low/moderate income. Coram stated that this
was a disappointment to the Residents Association, too. She agreed to try to
rewrite the letter.

F. It was reported that the Police Station has been reserved for the April 23rd
meeting of the Commission. It was decided that the May meeting will be held on
May 28th (Memorial Day).

G. A request was presented to the Commission to support the tenants of the Berk-
shire Apartment on Massachusetts Avenue in opposing their landlord's proposal

for the implementation of paid parking. It was explained that this could affect
3C if the tenants have to find parking on Macomb Street. The matter was referred
to the Transportation Committee.

VIII. The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 pm.
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Attached to these Minutes:

*March 26, 1979 letter from Polly Shackleton to the Zoning Commission re.
case no. 78-29 (Iran)

Attached to the file copy of these Minutes:

*Treasurer's Report for the month of March, 1979

*March 15, 1979 letter from Jack Belcher to the D.C. Dep't of Recreation
re. the Hearst Wall

*List of residential median sales prices by area and a map of these areas
*Letter and accompanying resolution re. the Woodley Road Contract Postal
Station at the Sheraton Park Hotel

*March 26, 1979 Report of the Housing Committee

®Letter to the D.C. Dep't of Transportation re. the prohibition of trucks
and buses along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/41st Street.

*Draft letter to Mr. J.D. Lee, president of the CBI-Fairmac Corporation
®Copy of March 24, 1979 Post article re. the Sheraton Park (this was dis-
tributed at the meeting)

Not attached:

*The Commission's statement of opposition in zoning case 78-29
*Proposed resolution re. parking at the Berkshire Apartments

Respectfully Submitted
for the Commission:

Phil Mendelson

Attested as approved § corrected:

Katherine V. Coram
Recording Secretary



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004

POLLY SHACKLETON
'councnlmembor—Ward 3 March 26 ’ } 979

Mr. Stephen Sher

Executive Dlrector

Zoning Commission

Government of the District of Columbia
District Building, Room 9-A
Washington, D.C. 20004

RE: Case No. 78-29
Dear Mr. Sher:

This letter is to notify the members of the Zoning
Commission of my support of the position of ANC 3C
and the immediate neighbors In their opposition to
the Embassy of lran Application to Amend the Zonling
Regulations for the property at 2500 - 30th Street N.W,.

It is my opinion that this application is in direct
violation of the '"D'" zone regulation and an unwarranted
intrusion of a Business-Chancery operation in a clearly
defined residential area.

Sincerely,

XZ ol
POLLY SNACKLETON

) Counci lmember
- Ward 3

CC:\ﬁGEr3C Chairperson Lindsley Williams

Mr. Tim Corcoran




TREASURER'S REPORT, ANC-3C

For Month of;(ga/\_aé\_, 197_? ,34 (oO%‘ 1
e

A. Opening Balances . $
1. Checking maintained at NSZ ' - $ zggg(s.%"
2. Savings maintained at /USZ: $ / 20‘ O/
3. Other maintained at o — $

B. Revenues During Month
1, D.C. Government $LHG’IQ.3 5 .-
2, Interest on savings o $ -
3. Other $

C. Disbursements Made Total Disbursed $ %9‘/0\)

Payee Purpose Amount

l.
2.
3.
o \ CDectt 288 Ulr s J72
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10,

(Additional details posted in Treasury Accounts Book and in Treasury
Vouchers, both available for inspection by consulting with the Treasurer)

'D. Closing Balances (A +B - C) = (D.1 + D.2) ‘ (3327, 2|

1. Checking $ //95?. /]
2. Savings $_;‘/G‘ Of
3. Other $—o0 —

Respectfully submitted by

innell, Treasurer Gary J. Kopff, Vice-Treasurer

Date
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Jack Belcher
2801 Quebec Street, N.W.
Washington, b. C. 20008

iarch 15, 1679

Dr. William H. Rumsey, Director
D. C. Department of Recreation
3149 16th St. N.W.

Washington, D, C. 20010

Dear Dr. Rumsey:

As you know, the D. C. Department of Recreation
recently installed a tennis backboard at the Hearst
Playground, to replace the two backboards removed from
there two years ago.

Now, again, children and adults can practice their
tennis strokes and improve their abilities.

On behalf on ANC - 3C and the Hearst community and
the many players who use these courts, I wish to thank
you very much for the installation of the backboard.

We espcclally wish to commend Mr. John Stewart and
his crew who cooperated with the community step-by-step
on this project. Mr. Stewart is able, friendly, and
very cooperative,

Again, thank you very much.

Q,L:Ma

%Mt/e\
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ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

L Cathedral Heights Cleveland Park McLean Gardens Woodley Park

March 26, 1979

Mr. Paul O'Neill

Managing Director and Vice President
Sheraton Corporation

Sheraton Park Hotel

2660 Woodley Road N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20008

RE: WOODLEY ROAD CONTRACT POSTAL STATION

Dear Mr. O'Neil:

At our meeting on Monday evening, March 26, 1979,
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-C con51dered and
adopted the enclosed reqolutlon.

We trust you will give this expression of our
concern due consideration in your attempts to locate
space for continuation of the Woodley Road Contract
Postal Station.

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION

/s) :

Gary J. Kopff
Vice~-Chairman and Vice-Treasurer

RH

cc: Woodley Park Community Association
St. Thomas apostle Parish Council
Cleveland Park Citizens Association
Edward F. Curry, Station Manager

Single Member District Commissioners, 1978-1979

- . 06-Kay McGrath
01-Fred Pitts ANC-3C Office . P
02-Ruth Haugen ry Kop

. 2737 Devonshire Place, N. W. 08-
03-Bernie Arons Washington, D. C. 20008 <R "
04~ Lindsley Williams . Ul 09-Louis Rothschild

05-Katherine Coram -2 : 10-David Grinnell



RESOLUTION

Regarding Woodley Road Contract Postal Station

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Sheraton Washington Hotel/Convention Center
2660 Woodley Road N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20008

the Woodley Road Contract Postal Station serves
the residents of several single member districts

‘'within Advisory Nelghborhood Comm;551on 3-C, and

this Station has been in operatlop in the Sheraton
Park Hotel for over 30 yeqrs, and’

the Station provides all postal counter services,
except COD and postal box fac111t1es,,and person-
alized services 1nclud1ng.

a. :stock of tax foEms, Federql and District
of Columbia; ° I
a. lmm;gratlon repon forms;
plunteer tax. assistance to the elderly
and to the large Hispanic communlty of resxdento
on 06ca51on, and

'in response to the needs of a large body of foreign

. ‘guests of the Sheraton and commuqity residents,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

though not required by the Statign's contract with
the Postal Service, international parcels are
accepted and processed, and

the Station's records' indication of 22% increase
in dollar volume of sales and sgrvice in FY 1978

reflect the community as well as hotel guest and

employee reliance on the Station, and"

several Sheraton public announcements and promo-
tional advertisements have clearly stated that the
new Sheraton Washington Hotel/Convention Center
would include a postal facility, and

the Station manager, a community resident, has
had no previous reason to inform the community
of the possible loss of the Station, and L iai
i
in 1976, the community and the hotel joined together
to save the Station when the Postal Service con-

sidered its termxnatlon, and



WHEREAS, for all of the foregoing reasons, the Task Force
of the community groups convened by this {ANC to
review community concerns about the building of
the hotel/convention center in the Woodley Park
residential community has had no reason'to believe
that there was any question about the continuation
of the Woodley Road Postal Station in the Sheraton
Washington, and

WHEREAS, this ANC has been informed that Sheraton has now
told the Station manager that the Station will
have to be vacated by June 22, 1979, and

WHEREAS, the Sheraton has also indicated that no space
could be allotted for the Woodley Road Contract
Postal Station in the foreseeable future, .
possibly not before the Spring of 1980, and’

WHEREAS, this vacating and lack of immediate space could
result in permanent loss for both the hotel and
the surrounding community, '

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3-C strongly
urges the Sheraton Corporation to find, among the thousands
of square feet in the present and future Woodley Road
complex, adequate space for the continuation of the
Woodley Road Contract Postal Station.



ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia

_. Cathedral Heights Cleveland Park ' McLean Gardens Woodley Park

March 26, 1979
Housing Committee

1. The Hou81ng Commlttee needs more members. Would
all commissioners suggest possible committee members.

2. Two of the projects that the Committee would like
to undertake require - daytime research efforts that
no one on the Committee can do at this time.
We would like to ask the Commission to permit
us to use Mr. Mendelson or someone else, as follows:

a. We want to complle statistics on condominium
convers1ons, cqpp conversions and related matters
in the Commission area and the Ward. Once collected
we would make these statistics available to the
Public through the Uptown Citizen and the Potomac
Current. Such statistics will also help us to
assess theécopé of the problem.

We would like to request up to 10 hours of
time for this pro ject.

b. We hope to produce a pamphlet explaining the
condominium conversion law and perhaps some
related issues. This pamphlet could then be
distributed by individual Commissioners when
a certil¥icate of eligibility is issued for
a building.

We would like to request up to 20 hours of

staff time to research this. The committee

would write the publication and then we would

need more staff time to type and reproduce it.
Additionally, we would like to request up to

$150 to reproduce the pamphlet as cheaply as possible.

Single Member District Commissioners, 1978-1979

01-Fred Pitts 06-Kay McGrath
02-Ruth Haugen ANC-3C Office 07—Gary KOpff
03-Bernie Arons 2737 D.evonshire Place, N. W. 08-

04-Lindsley Williams Washington, D. C. 20008

09-Louis Rothschild

05-Katherine Coram 232-2232 10-David Grinnell



ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Government of the District of Columbia ‘

Cleveland Park McLean Gardens Woodley Park

l Ca;hedral Heights

March 27, 1978

Mr. Douglas N. Schneider, Jr.
" Director, Department of Transportation
Government of the District of Columbia
' 415 Twelfth Street, N.W.
: Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Doug:

This is to inform you of Adv1sory'Nelghborhood Commission 3-C's
gup ort for the rules your department is proposing to adopt

q .section 40.102 in 17 DCRR, Chapter IV, Part 40 deriving

from the Notice appearing in the D. C. Register of March 2, 1979,

These proposed rules would establish a prohibitlon for
trucks (over 14 ton) and commercial buses from operating
.@long segments of 34th .Street/Reno Road/4lst Street, N.W.
.2xcept the purpose of making a pickup or delivery.

We support these proposed rules and urge their adopiion as
soon as possible. We also urge that the Department examine
other roadways which would benefit from similar treatment
throughout the District of Columbia. In this connection,

we would ask you to consider adopting similar rules for the
2100 and 2200 blocks of Cathedral Avenue, N.W. (which connects
Connecticut Avenue with Beach Drive/Rock Creek Park).  The
problem here is the use of that segment of Cathedral Avenue

as an access route for METRO constructlon Vehicles.

i
B,

3”We look forward to working with you and the Metropolitan
. Police Department in an effort to enforce the regulatlons
upon their adoption.

Sincerely,

i
R S
it
L

‘cc: Deputy Chief Smith, MPD, 2nd District:
- Chairpersons,: ANCs 3E, 3F, and 3G

Assistant Chief, Policies and Plans, DOT :
Acting Chief, Engineering and Operations, DOT

Singie Member District Commissioners, 1978-1979

Lindsley Wiliiaqs, Chairperson

i 06- K EGRsth
01-Fred Pitts ANC-3C Office © 07-Gary Kopft
02-Ruth Haugen 2737 Devonshire Place, N. W. 08
o ey Wil Washington, D. C. 20008 09- Louis Rothschild
04- Lindsley Williams

05-Katherine Coram Ran ) . 10-David Grinnel



District of Columpig Register : _ MAR 2 By
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ®
TCE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

_ The Director of the District of Columbia Department of Transportatfon .
hereby gives notice of intent to amend Title 17, D.C. Rules & Regulations, '’ =
Chapter 1V, Part 40, section 40.102, “Truck/Bus Regulations," as follows ’
in not less than 30 days from the date of publication of this notice:

TITLE 17_DCRR CHAPTER IV — PART 40

SECTION 40.102 TRUCK/BUS REGULATIONS . Ty

S When signs are erected bearing legend truck and/or bus on minor
PN arterial roadways, as designated by the Department of Transpor-
tation's 1980 Function Classification of Streets and Highways
Map, no person shall operate any truck exceeding one and one- .
quarter {1 1/4) ton capacity, or commercial bus, upon any of the
following streets; provided, that such trucks or buses may be

- operated thereon for the purpose of making a pickup or delivery:

S (a)- Northwest Section

ADD: 41st Street/Reno Road - between Western Avenue and
. Nebraska Avenue.

ADD: Reno Road/34th Street - between Nebraska Avenue and
Porter Street. :

ADD: 34th Street - between Porter Street and Massachusetts
Avenue.

- q};yé _ Persons wishing to comment on these proposed rules should do so
no in writing addressed to the Bureau of Traffic Engineering and
Operations, Room 716, 613 G Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20002.
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:Of: “Dennis the Menace” were filmed on. location
‘there. - i .
-~ Singer Kate Smith got her start at the Wardman
- Park, and Perle Mesta, known as “the hostess with
"the mostest,” put on lavish parties at the Tower for
. tgé &c:lmicaj party that happened to be in power at
A J ) the time. ) " - . L . )
395 milion Sooyoome down Uis fall A | " «piata Bt neey o e pLacTIgU6 100 a0 Amerfean
i inmmthgglﬁe llfiﬁfgen%a already SIS« “Vichy embassy before the United States entered .
fThe‘ new st gsbackyard . - World War IL Both the Watergate jury in 1974 and .
Washin Hpacture, the Sheraton |  Syha Hanafi Muslim jury three years later were se-
. ash tglton. billed as.the largest lux. - i« questered thera, | . T '
ury hotel and convention exhibit cen. I " _After the Sheraton Corp. bought the hotel in 1953,
f

ter on the East Coast, was topped off -the. Sheraton-Park became more convention
t'll‘auee‘%ear? an evergreen tree beariqg ! -oriented. A ballroom and an exhibit hall were added -
can, Distriet of Columbia T :n 1855, giving Washington its first major convention |
© . tacility. ' '

and tSh;z,ll'aton flags was hoisted 10 sto- :

fres to the newly completed roof. The = - At the same time, the VIPs who once resided i the .
gmalﬂgd 18 avgi&ture-t_aken froman- - .~ “wardman Tower began moving either to the suburbs_
to drive outal\lrail tgn tradition intended . = = or to the newer Watergate complex. L
the Structur:'s , at may have entered : " Only about 30 people, including Mrs. Earl Warren
When the |aio e vork. | . and retired “Meet the Press” moderator Lawrence
- . uen the 1512-room hotel complex - Spivak, still live in Wardman Tower. Mamie Eisen.
f‘sbgﬁgp‘?;segm%éa}l it lssse?e?ted to ; hower maintains an apartment there. .

90 rom 6th place in ~ “The Wardman Tower will receive a $8.5 million fa-

terms of. exhibit capability to 20th ..Celift as part of the construction of the Sheraton

Washington.. . oo . Lo
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| Sheraton. Park Replacemént: Is Topy

SHERATON, From E1

place in the country” and to increase by 400,000 the
number of conventioneers accommodated by the
city annually, said Paul O'Neil, the hotel's managing
director. )

In the past decade the annual number of conven-
tions or trade association shows held here increased
from 674 to 824 and the number of conventioneers’
increased from 512,000 in 1967 to more than 750,000
last year. Because Washington has no facility that
can seat more than 5/000 persons it is limited to smal-
ler conventions. The city. this year launched a slick
magazine to entice more convention and tourist busi-
ness.

The Sheraton. complex will include 100,000 square

feet of exhibit space, 38 meeting rooms, three large
ballrooms, two swimming pools and a health club
and sauna as well as six restaurants.) .
- A Washington landmark since 1918, the Sheraton-
Park in its time was one of the city’s most fashiona-
ble addresses. Presidents- and potentates, cabinet
members and congressmen, generals and judges
lived there over the years. :

But the grand old lady is showing her age and was
found to need more than $50 million in structural
and cosmetic repairs. The Sheraton Washington,
slated to be a “world class” hotel'and convention cen-
ter, is being built a few feet behind the 61-year-old
structure.

The new building is so close to the old that the
Sheraton-Park decked out one of its cocktail areas as
a “Construction Lounge” where guests can sit and
sip while playing sidewalk superintendent.

When the Sheraton-Park is.torn down, the only
survivor will be Wardman Tower, an ad joining apart-

- ment building: named for the enterprising- English--:

man wha built the complex and thousands of other
homes and.buildings i %V‘ ]
20th century building boom... - .

Wardman settled in this country by mistake. In-
‘tending to emigrate to Australia in 1889, he got on

g 3

ashington during:its early::

EB . Saturday, March 24, 1979 THE WASI‘_I_INGTON POST -‘f .

By Frank Johaston—The Washington Post
Ceremonial tree is lowered at Sheraton.

PR

the wrong boat and landed in New York. Penniless,
he saved enough money building staircases in Phila-
delphi2 to become a builder in turn-of-the-century
Wishifigton. By the time he died in 1938, 10 percens
of Washington's population was believed to be living
it homes he huilt. ’

.Wardman built the Sheraton-Park—called the '
Wardman Park until 1958—for $5 million during .

World War . The hotel, opened 12 days after the Ar-
mislt.ice, had 1,200 rooms ag:l was billed as thg largest
in the world. It also was dubbed “Wardman’s Folly”

" because its location was so far out in the “country”—

about two miles north of the White House apd just
above Rock Creek Park. ; .
However, the Wardman Park prospered during
the 1920s, especially after the Congressional Wing,
the apartmg:itl -lgtlglm later named the Wardman
Tower, was t
But Wardman's habit of letting friends stay for

free, a linge illness and the Depression ledto the -

collapse of his $30 million empire in 1930. He had to
sell major properties, including the Wardman

.Park, and died trying to make a comeback from a
_+ hespital bed at the age of 65. .

" Residents-of Wardman Tower included three men
who became president (Herbert Hoover, Dwight
Eisenhower, Lyndon Johnson), four vice presidents
(Charles Curtis, Henry Wallace, Johnson, S iro

Agriew), two chiet-justices (Frederick Vinson, Earl . '

Warren) and bundreds of other assorted VIPs.
When the Sheraton-Park celebratd its 60th an-

- niversary last year, the invitations to former resi

dents-included Sen. Barry Goldwater, Gov. John D.
Rockefeller IV, Dean Rusk, Gen. Maxwell Taylor,

;. Douglas Fairbanks Jr. and Gore Vidal.

The Sheraton:Park alao.was a news and cultural

center. “Meet the-Press, “Camel News Caravan,” the .

“Arthur Murray Dance Program” and segments of .

the “Today Show” originated from the hotel The .~

movie “Advise and Consent” and a television episode :
Continued on next page

¢
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ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3-C
Govemmenf of the District of Columbia

Cleveland Park Mclean Gardens Woodley Park

‘ < Cathedral Heights

II.

IIT.

IvV.

Minutes
March 26, 1979

The meeting was called to order, with Gary Kopff presiding, shortly after 8:00pm
at the Second District Police Station. The roll was called: Arons, Willianms,
and Coram were absent. (Arons and Coram arrived later.)

Verification of the posting of notice was ascertained. Mendelson was asked to
do the posting in the future, instead of each member being individually respon-
sible.

The minutes for the meeting of February 26, 1979 were approved with one cor-
rection. The fourth and fifth sentences of paragraph two of the Treasurer's
Report were corrected to read as follows: "An ad hoc coalition will be meeting
regarding this; several ANC's may contribute to legal action, which is being
considered. The Anne Blaine Harrison Institute will represent all ANC's, and
Covington § Burling has assisted in a pro bono capacity."

Treasurer's Report:

Grinnell gave the Treasurer's Report, stating the current balance as $13,324.12.
Various commitments, a bill from Phil Mendelson, and the forthcoming news-
letter will reduce this current balance. A copy of the report is appended to
the file copy of these minutes. The ANC received $4181.23 from the D.C. Gov-
ernment this month; this is higher than the normal quarterly allotment. Grinnell
said that he had not received a statement with the allotment, and that when

he called David Leonard, he was given a lengthy verbal explanation. Through a
series of calculations, the Commission was shown that the quarterly allotments
should be $2926.24, but that the first quarter payment had been only $1671.25.
The $4181.23 represents a one-time payment of the balance owed on the first
quarter plus the full second quarter allotment. The report was approved by
voice vote.

Grinnell raised the matter of changing the signatories on the Commission's
accounts with National Savings & Trust. The bank's forms include a resolution
to be adopted authorizing the account. The Commission gave its approval for
Grinnell to proceed.

Kopff asked for approval tu pay his secretary $25 for typing, at $5 per hour,
for the newsletter. This wus a rush item, which is the reason for the arrange-
ment. Approval was given. Kopff also asked to be reimbursed a $15 delivery
charge for having the newsletter delivered to Suburban Press in Silver Spring.
Haugen questioneu wity a suburban printer was used, especially since the Com-
mission's policy is to patronize D.C. businesses. Kopff said Suburban Press
was $2000 cheaper. Approval was given.

Committee Reports:

A. Administration Committee: It was reported that the newsletter was at the
printers and that it should be ready by the weekend of March 30th. A resolu-

Single Member Oistrict Commissioners, 1978-1979

01-Fred Pitts
02-Ruth Haugen
03-Bernie Arans

04~ Lindsiey Williams
05-Katherine Coram

. 06-Kay McGrath
ANC-3C Office . 07-Gary Kopft
2737 Devonshire Place, N. V. o8-
Washington, 0. C. 20008 09- Lowss Rathichitd
232-2232 10-David Gric.ael)
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tion was approved authorizing the payment of up to $20 per SMD for distri-
bution of the newsletter (preferably by local youths). It was agreed that
Rothschild would take responsibility for SMD-08 and Kopff would take SMD-06.

B. Human Resources § Aging Committee: Haugen noted the Mayor's strong po-
sition on getting input from citizens on appointments to D.C. Commissions
and Boards. The State Health Coordinating Committee (SHCC) has an opening
now. She asked for suggestions on who might be interested in the position;
she would refer the name(s) to the Mayor's staff. -

C. The Housing Committee report was deferred until later in the meeting.
There were no other committee reports.

VI. Citizens' concerns:

A. Jack Belcher delivered to the Commission a copy of a letter he sent to
the D.C. Department of Recreation. It is attached to the file copy of these
minutes.

B. Chester Nauminow reported that he had received word from the National
Park Service that the proposal for a soccer field to be located at the
Northern end of Glover-Archbold Park had been dropped.

C. The Commission received a presentation from Donald Beach, the D.C. Chief
Tax Assessor. He explained the different methods to assess (e.g., cost,
market value, etc.) and the difficulties; ''the name of the game is mass
appraisal.' The average seclling price of a house in Cleveland Park rose by
almost $50,000 in 1977 over 1975. This year the city's total assessment is
$2 billion. The current tax rate is $1.54; with the increased value of land,
if the city were to collect no increase in the total amount of taxes, the
rate could drop to $1.36. Beach outlined the procedures for appealing as-
sessments. In answer to a question, he said no assessments went down this
year. Assessors use permits on file with the city to determine the nature
of improvements on properties.

Beach said the designation of an historic distric does not affect assessments
directly, but it might increase values. The designation of historic property
does affect the tax assessment (it holds down or lessens the value because of
the restrictions). He explained the homestead exemption, which reduces as-~
sessments. The only way the tax burden will shift off property is through
other new taxes (i.e., commuter), raising the Federal payment, bringing in
new industry (and revenue), or by legislative policy to put more burden on
income or sales taxes. Beach also explained other tax relief programs such
as Schedule H and the circuit breaker. Attached to the file copy of these
minutes is a list of residential median sales prices by area and a map of
these areas.

D. Embassy of Iran: The Zoning Commission has requested more information from

ANC-3C on its opposition to the application for chancery use. The Office of

Planning § Development (OPD) has recommended that one (lot 9) of the three

lots be re-mapped; the other two should not. Part of lot 9 is presently used ‘
for parking, and part of it already has the '"D'" over-lay zone. The Zoning

Comnission would like to know if 3C would accept this. Grinnell reported
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that the neighborhood is afraid that any re-mapping will open the door to
more re-zonings in the future. The residents don't like chancery use, but
will accept embassies.

It was stated that 3C has long opposed the 'soft edge' concept of the '"D"
map, is opposed to chancery use on all three lots, and has challenged the
parking presently in use on part of lot 9.

NCPC has already given preliminary approval to the application, based on 4
conditions (1: no additional buildings; 2: screening traffic from view; 3:

no vehicular access from 30th St., except for service and emergency; 4: all
chancery traffic required to enter/exit via Massachusetts Ave.). Susan
Aramaki said these conditions would be difficult to enforce. Their was brief
discussion about whether covenants can be binding on sovereign nations.
Aramaki also said she thinks that if the area is not re-mapped the Iranian
Embassy will request a PUD, since the area is more than 3 acres in size.

The Chair referred the matter to the Planning § Zoning Committee, and asked
Grinnell to serve as temporary chairman of the Committee. Grinnell asked

the Commission to give direction to the Committee by passing on the OPD and
NCPC recommendations. By vote of the Commission, the OPD recommendation (to
approve lot 9 but deny the other two) was rejected. By vote of the Commis-
sion, the NCPC recommendation (to approve all three lots with four conditions)
was rejected. Both votes were 1-5 (Rothschild voted for).

Aramaki reported that the ANC has filed a request to be a party to the case
before the Zoning Commission. She gave the Commission a copy of its state-
ment, submitted earlier in the day. This '"Statement Of Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 3C In Opposition To The Application' has been placed in the Com-
mission's file on case 78-29. Aramaki said she will be working on a brief
of "Findings Of Fact And Conclusions Of Law.'" Kopff asked that a commitment
for the amount of time necessary to prepare this should wait until the meeting
addressed its funding problems.

cash Sulance>
E. Bob Stumberg reported that unless the ANC reduces its funding on a regular
basis it will loose its quarterly allocations. A few of the ANC's have been
able to negotiate with the city to recoup some of the lost quarterly payments.
Representatives of a number of the ANC's have met to discuss what can be done.
They generally agreed that a conciliatory, rather than tough, approach should
be taken.

Stumberg outlined three issues to be researched:

1. The impact of Mayor's Order 78-22 (e.g., the cash basis requirement
ignores unexpended obligations incurred by the ANC's)

2. Comparison of the city's requirements of the ANC's with other govern-
ment agencies :

3. Alternatives to the present situation, while keeping the same goals
espoused in Mayor's Order 78-22

This research could cost $1000, but the Ward IV ANC's are paying. The research
should be completed by the Anne Blaine Harrison Institute in 10 weeks, and will
be available to 3C.

Kopff stated that the ANC's budget is virtually inoperable because the amount
of funding to be received is never certain.
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F. It was resolved that the Anne Blaine Harrison Institute should proceed with
the "Findings Of Fact And Conclusions Of Law' if such a document is not being
prepared by Tim Corcoran, counsel for the neighborhood residents; Susan Aramaki
is to check with Corcoran about this.. The vote was unanimous. It had been
said that the work could put 3C over its budget with the Institute.

Other Issues

A. A question was raised as to whether the Commission wants to accept a free
addressograph machine. The Chair referred the matter to the Administration
Committee and asked Grinnell to look at the machine.

B. Woodley Road Contract Postal Station: Haugen distributed a proposed res-
olution. The Woodley Park Citizens Association supports this. The manager
of the station was present and indicated his support. The resolution, urging
the Sheraton Corporation to locate space for the continuation of the station,
was approved 5-0 (unanimous). '

C. The report of the Housing Committee was distributed. It requests author-
ization for work to be done. A question was raised about part 2b of the re-
port: does such a pamphlet exist. Coram explained that one of the tasks to

be undertaken would be to find out. Regarding part 1 of the report: it was
noted that the ANC newsletter will be soliciting volunteers. Haugen asked if
different groups such as St. Thomas Church and the Vicariat of Catholic Churches
could participate. Coram said these groups are interested in the elderly and
not housing, per se. It was requested that the information on conversions be
broken down by SMD. The Committee's revort, with its request for expenditures,
was approved. ‘

D. The Commission unanimously approved a letter to be sent to the D.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation regarding the prohibition for trucks and commercial
buses from operating along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/415t Street.

E. There was discussion regarding a letter (dated January 26, but approved at
the Commission's December meeting) to the president of the CBI-Fairmac Corp.
The letter has not been sent because of substantial changes to which both Coram
and the McLean Gardens Residents Association have objected. Both Kopff and
Grinnell said the letter should reflect the fact that it is a disappointment
that not more units will be kept low/moderate income. Coram stated that this
was a disappointment to the Residents Association, too. She agreed to try to
rewrite the letter. '

F. It was reported that the Police Station has been reserved for the April 23rd
meeting of the Commission. It was decided that the May meeting will be held on
May 28th (Memorial Day).

G. A request was presented to the Commission to support the tenants of the Berk-
shire Apartment on-Massachusetts Avenue in opposing their landlord's proposal
for the implementation of paid parking. It was explained that this could affect

3C if the tenants have to find parking on Macomb Street. The matter was referred ’

to the Transportation Committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 pm.
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Attached to these Minutes:

®March 26, 1979 letter from Polly Shackleton to the Zoning Commission re.
case no. 78-29 (Iran)

Attached to the file copy of these Minutes:

°Treasurer's Report for the month of March, 1979

°March 15, 1979 letter from Jack Belcher to the D.C. Dep't of Recreation
re. the Hearst Wall

°List of residential median sales prices by area and a map of these areas
°Letter and accompanying resolution re. the Woodley Road Contract Postal
Station at the Sheraton Park Hotel

°March 26, 1979 Report of the Housing Committee

°Letter to the D.C. Dep't of Transportation re. the prohibition of trucks
and buses along segments of 34th Street/Reno Road/4lst Street

°Draft letter to Mr. J.D. Lee, president of the CBI-Fairmac Corporation

°Copy of March 24, 1979 Post article re. the Sheraton Park (this was dis-
tributed at the meeting)

Not attached:

°The Commission's statement of opposition in zoning case 78-29
°Proposed resolution re. parking at the Berkshire Apartments

Respectfully Submitted
for the Commission:

Phil Mendelso

Attested as approved § corrected:

Katherine V. Coram
Recording Secretary



COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004

POLLY SHACKLETON

Councilmember-Ward 3 March 26 ’ I 979

Mr. Stephen Sher

Executive Director

Zoning Commission

Government of the District of Columbia
District Building, Room 9-A
Washington, D.C. 20004

RE: Case No. 78-29
Dear Mr. Sher:

This letter is to notify the members of the Zoning
Commission of my support of the position of ANC 3C
and the immediate neighbors In their opposition to
the Embassy of Iran Application to Amend the Zoning
Regulations for the property at 2500 - 30th Street N.W,

It is my opinion that this application is in direct
violation of the ''D" zone regulation and an unwarranted
intrusion of a Business-Chancery operation in a clearly
defined residential area.

Sincerely, -
POLLY SNACKLETON
Counci lmember

\/’ Ward 3 ‘
CC: WVANC 3C Chairperson Lindsley Williams

Mr. Tim Corcoran




